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MAA Annual Conference 2010
Royal College of Surgeons, London
Our first attendance at a Medical Artists’ Association
Conference, the 61st Annual Conference was held at the Royal
College of Surgeons, London on 16th April 2010.

Matt Briggs ‘An Introduction to the Use of 3D Applications in
the Field of Medical Art’.

Speakers Auriole Prince and Matt Briggs with past and present
Chairmen Philip Ball and Philip Wilson

Delegates in the RCS' Library

Pre-lunch tour of the Library
Having met in the MacRae Gallery in the Hunterian Museum we
were taken through to the Library. We were given a brief history
of the library by Thalia Knight, Head of Library and Information
Services, and were invited to spend time looking at some of the
most important historical archives in the collection. These
included William Cheseldon’s ‘Osteographia’, Henry Gray’s
‘Gray’s Anatomy: 1st edition’, ‘William Hunter’s Gravid Uterus’,
various drawings by Sir Joseph Lister, Erasmus Wilson’s
‘Portrait of Diseases of the Skin’ and Stubbs’ ‘Anatomy of the
Horse’. It was amazing to think of the time taken to complete
the illustrations and peruse the beautiful yet accurate
depictions of diseases and anatomical structures.

After lunch the first of the afternoon’s presentations was entitled
‘An Introduction to the use of 3D Applications in the Field of
Medical Art’ by Matt Briggs. Matt demonstrated the use of
‘Blender’, an application that is available to download free of
charge and which allows you to produce a 3D image from a flat
2D JPEG. The user starts off with a mesh then builds up the
image by adding different layers. The end result is a
3-dimensional image that can be lit from different angles,
rotated and animated as required (for example a spine can be
moved into different positions). In addition Matt told us of an
alternative use where a set of CT scans could be used to make
a 3D reconstruction using layers of bone, muscle and skin. A
demonstration of this showed the use of CT scans to form a
basis for the investigation of an aneurysm on the brain. Blender
allows the operator to virtually go inside the aneurysm and have
a look around and thus can assist in the planning of surgery.

3D anatomical images by Matt Briggs

Auriole Prince ‘When I’m 64….The Art of Age Progression’
Auriole Prince gave the second talk of the afternoon, entitled
‘When I’m 64…The Art of Age Progression’. Auriole told us
about the work she had done with The Missing Persons Bureau
and gave an outline of the development of age progression
techniques since 1985.
Auriole explained how she had produced an age progressed
image of April Fabb by combining a black and white photocopy
of April, a photograph of a woman in her fifties and pictures of
April’s parents in their mid-fifties. Auriole morphed all the
available information into the resulting image of April Fabb as
she would most likely appear in current times.
Child age progression was also explained, covering bone
growth up until the age of 18, dentition changes around the age
of seven and the way in which the face occupies the lower part
of the head in a child. The cases of Madeleine McCann and
Ben Needham were discussed.
Since 2005 Auriole has worked on her own initiative with
changemyface.com and has done considerable work in the
area of age progression linked to unhealthy lifestyles such as
obesity and sunbed usage.
As a finale to her presentation Auriole demonstrated the effect
of ageing on one of our own esteemed members!
And finally….
It goes without saying that we would all like to thank Philip
Wilson for organising such a fabulous day on 16th April at the
Royal College of Surgeons. It was clear that the members were
delighted to be in each other’s company and were eagerly

Dr. Michael O'Brien presenting Helen Day with a cheque as the first
recipient of the Whitaker Award

‘catching up’. Historical works in the library were inspiring,
then the new fantastic advances in digital technology,
supplemented by the awesome skills demonstrated by our
speakers, Matt Briggs and Auriole Prince amazed us all once
more. One has to wonder though, are there many groups of
people who can sip coffee and stare with such delight at
psoriasis and follow that with sandwiches surrounded by foetal
skeletons and mandibles? Probably not! And did our esteemed
Chairman realise that throughout the AGM meeting there was
a chameleon with a twelve-inch tongue just to his right
shoulder? The MAA are a truly unique group of people, and we
feel honoured to be a part of it.
Helen Day and Helen Parker (current MAET students)

The Whitaker Award
In 2009 Dr. Robert Whitaker, one of our Medical Associates and
Medical Examiner on the MAET Examining Board, kindly
donated £3000 to the Trust, to be used to establish an annual
student award in his name for the best piece of student work
presented at assessment during each academic year. The first
recipient of the cash prize was Helen Day, for her scapula
watercolour. She was presented with a cheque at the 61st
Annual Conference by Dr. Michael O'Brien. We are extremely
grateful to Dr. Whitaker for his generous donation and
continuing support of the Trust.

MAA 61st Annual Dinner,
Coopers Restaurant, London
Departing from our usual formal Annual Dinner, the 61st Annual
Dinner took place at Coopers Restaurant, 49a Lincoln’s Inn
Fields, London, WC2A 3PT. It was the second time we have
used the restaurant and because of its close proximity to the
RCS it was an ideal informal location.
Members and guests were welcomed by our Chairman, Philip
Ball, to the Chairman’s Reception. The conversation volume
level was as loud and lively as it had been all day when we
stopped for coffee, lunch and tea breaks with everyone
thoroughly enjoying themselves.
After a delicious meal our out-going Chairman stood up to say
a few words. As we were unable to have total exclusivity of the
ground floor seating area this was amusingly received by other
fellow diners who listened intently to what he had to say.
Philip Ball handing over his Chairmanship to Philip Wilson

Philip began his speech by welcoming our guests, particularly
Dr Jeremy Bolton and Dr Julie Hollyman, Master and Mistress
Barber of the Worshipful Company of Barbers. He thanked
them both for gracing our table and for their company and
asked the Master to forward our grateful thanks to the Court of
the Company for their continued support as our Patrons.
He continued to say how he had thoroughly enjoyed his time in
office and was honoured to represent the Association in his
capacity as Chairman. He thanked his fellow council members
and members of the Association for their support during his
tenure.
A new professional entry member, Nigel Webb, was invited by
Philip to receive his certificate of membership from our
Honorary President, Sir Barry Jackson, and was warmly
applauded.

Philip’s final act for the evening was to hand over the
Chairman’s Medal to yours truly, which for the second time, I
was delighted to receive.
As the conference organiser I too said a few words. Firstly to
thank our speakers for the day’s conference, Mrs Thalia Knight,
Head Librarian and her staff of the RCS’ library, and Auriole
Prince and Matt Briggs for their splendid presentations. I was
also able to thank the RCS’ catering staff and Coopers’ staff for
attending to us so attentively throughout the evening.
My final act of the evening was to present Philip with a
thank-you gift from the membership as retiring Chairman. It was
an engraved fob watch which he said he would wear with
immense pride.
I was kindly presented with what clearly looked like two
wrapped bottles of the intoxicating variety, from the
membership for organising the conference. Thank you all for
this - it was most appreciated.
Sadly, some members had to say their goodbyes and hastily
leave to catch their trains but a good number remained for a
while longer soaking up the fun of an enjoyable evening spent
in good company. Our presence obviously had an effect on the
other diners who keenly asked about the Association and what
we actually do, apart from clearly knowing how to have a good
time, so we spread the word.
Philip Wilson – 61st MAA Conference Chairman

Limbs and Things Receive Prestigious Dr. Frank H. Netter Award
at AEIMS Conference 2009
deliveries and develop sensitivity in the application of force to
avoid serious injury. Studies have shown training on the
PROMPT simulator reduces injury due to shoulder dystocia.
Through a lengthy iterative process of refining models, the
Limbs and Things team developed realistic newborn and
mother models. The current sophisticated models overcame
many obstacles to withstand the physical stresses of the
birthing process. The mother model features moveable legs to
simulate multiple delivery positions. It has a realistic bony pelvis
with durable and stretchable skin that can be detached to allow
trainees to see internal manoeuvres and fetal position. The baby
model is the weight of a newborn child. It has palpable
fontanelles, suture lines, clavicles and scapulae. There is a
detachable placenta and umbilical cord. In addition, the baby
has an internal electronic strain gauge, which provides time and
stress feedback for the management of shoulder dystocia.

Margot Cooper receiving her award from Bill Andrews

Congratulations to Margot Cooper and Limbs and Things for
receiving the 2009 Vesalius Trust's Dr. Frank H. Netter Award for
Special Contributions to Medical Education for the design and
development of the PROMPT Birthing Simulator.
Visual communication in the health sciences comes in many
forms these days. Eight years of research went into the design
and development of the remarkable PROMPT Birthing
Simulator. This training device teaches practitioners how to
handle a variety of delivery situations including the
unpredictable obstetric emergency of shoulder dystocia. When
it is not handled well, shoulder dystocia results in brachial
plexus injury and even death to the baby and serious injury to
the mother.
When medical emergencies occur, novices are frequently
pushed out of the way as experts deal with critical situations.
Without direct, hands-on experience, it is difficult (if not
impossible) to develop the psychomotor skills and sensitivity
to handle unusual situations. This is where a high-fidelity
simulator is effective in providing training. The PROMPT
Birthing Simulator offers a safe environment to practice

The PROMPT Birthing Simulator

The Vesalius Trust is proud to recognize the PROMPT Birthing
Simulator for its significant impact on the improvement of
healthcare delivery.
Printed courtesy of The Vesalius Trust

Imagine......John Lennon at 70

The 9th October 2010 would have been the 70th birthday of
music legend, John Lennon had he not been shot dead
outside his home in New York almost 30 years ago. In a
recent interview Yoko Ono was asked what she thought
John Lennon would be like now. She said she thought he
would be strong, still be living in New York and fascinated by
the Internet...but what would he have looked like?
I was commissioned to do an age progression of Lennon as
he could look on his 70th birthday, for the Daily Mail. I saw
a previous age progression made for his 65th birthday but to
me, this old granddad with his textbook receding hair and
big glasses didn’t ring true. I felt I still wanted him to have
that determined and defiant look, despite the accumulation
of years. I chose an iconic portrait, one where he was
looking straight at the viewer, as if communicating his
opinions from beyond the grave. I gave him a generic short
cut but one that is up to date – I added the obligatory
forehead wrinkles, bags under the eyes and jowls but
decided to keep his trademark glasses – unlikely he’d still be
wearing them, but I think it helps the image to maintain the
unique Lennon we all knew.
Ageing someone can be a shot in the dark as you are never
sure what life may have brought for that person. Lifestyle
can play a large part in how someone ages and certain
features such as the jaw (receding gums) and forehead

(receding hair line) can change dramatically in old age. The
main factor you’re relying on is that people still tend to be
recognisable after many years, maintaining a unique look
throughout life, the same smile, albeit thinner lips, the
same eyes, albeit less vital and with more bags etc. Rather
than attempting to achieve a scientific result, I believe
ageing an icon is about celebrating a life and what they
could have achieved had they lived well into old age.
Auriole Prince

NEEDS YOU!
To provide membership with three
editions of the newsletter each year,
please lend your support by writing
an article. It doesn’t have to be
huge, just enough to share what you
have found interesting, been
working on or been involved with.
Do you have any hints and tips for
creating artwork?
Have you
produced a piece of artwork that I
could start a ‘Gallery’ section with?

All I ask is that your article is up to
date,
spell
checked
and
accompanied by photographs or
images no smaller than 10cmand
200 dpi.
Please email articles and
images to mail@rutheaves.co.uk
So get writing and thank you for
your support.

What’s your art background?
‘A’ level Art, Foundation Course in Art
and Design and BA (Hons) in Three
Dimensional Design.
Where did you study?
Manchester Polytechnic (Foundation
Course).
Leicester Polytechnic for degree.
What’s your speciality?
Life drawing.
What’s your favourite artwork to date?
Any of the paintings depicting wet
pavements by Professor Ken Howard
R.A.
Who are you?
Helen Parker
What’s your background?
I started off by doing a Foundation
Course in Art and Design and was
advised by my tutor to do a Fine Art
degree. Sadly I didn’t listen and went on
to do an honours degree in Three
Dimensional Design with chief study in
interior design. (I didn’t know there were
such things as medical artists then!). I
worked as an interior designer for 4
years (mainly pubs, hotels and
restaurants with the odd working men’s
club thrown in for good measure!). I then
did a postgraduate diploma in Hotel and
Catering Management and worked in
Human Resource Management and
Training in the hospitality industry for 16
years. Having been made redundant, I
took the opportunity to move my career
towards health, another interest of mine,
and now work in the Faculty of Health &
Social Care library at Salford University.
My main duties involve the training of
nurses and health care professions
students in information literacy. Still
desperate to develop my artistic skills
(which have smouldered away in the
background over the years), I decided to
look for a course which combined my
interest in health with that in art……and
here I am!
I also illustrate Sunday
missals for a printing company based in
the North West.
Where are you based?
Sale, Cheshire

Where do you find your inspiration?
With regard to general art I would say
that my annual trip to the Royal
Academy Summer Exhibition and the BP
National Portrait Gallery really inspire
me.
Naturally I also find other artists to be an
inspiration. I was once working at The
Belfry during the Ryder Cup for which
Harold Riley had been commissioned as
‘tournament artist’. I noticed how he
was never without a sketchbook…..even
at the breakfast table. With regard to
inspiration for medical art it has to be
each time an MAET tutor pulls out an
example of their work saying words to
the effect of ‘Here’s one I did earlier’.

Do you prefer traditional or computer
generated art?
Traditional…..you can do it anywhere!
Are you Mac or PC?
PC at the moment.
Have you ever exhibited your work?
Yes at Salford Art Gallery when I was a
member of Salford Art Club.
Do you have a claim to fame?
I won an award for Life Drawing at the
Salford Art Club annual exhibition in
1994 and the award was presented to
me by none other than Richard Neave.
If you could invite five people to a
dinner party who would they be?
My mum and dad (sadly no longer alive),
David Attenborough, Harold Riley (he
knew L. S. Lowry well, he captures the
unique atmosphere of Salford in his
paintings and photographs and he’s had
a long association with Manchester
United Football Club) and…….just a little
indulgence…..David Beckham.
What’s your favourite food?
Anything ‘Mediterranean’ such as olives,
sun-dried tomatoes, feta…closely
followed by jammie dodgers.
What’s your favourite drink?
A nice glass of Rioja.

Sub-acute infective endocarditis (watercolour) by Helen Parker

MAA 62nd Annual Conference 2011
15th April 2011 • 11.00 a.m. - 5.30 p.m.
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital,
West Smithfield,
London. EC1A 7BE

Provisional programme:
All lectures will take place in the Robin Brook Centre
• Tour of Pathology Museum
• Presentation about the history of the Museum
• Geoff Harrison, Fine Artist - discussing his drawings
and paintings of human and animal forms, influenced
by his parents’ backgrounds as practising medical
artists.
• Professor Marta Korbonits, Department of
Endocrinology & Metabolism, Barts’ Hospital ‘Familial Acromegaly - an ancient gene and beyond’.
• Tim Butler, Sales Director - Professional Practice,
Negotiating with your Client
• AGM and professional discussion
• Informal Annual Dinner (location TBC, but it will be in
the West Smithfield area)

A full programme and booking form will be sent out
shortly, but please make a note of the date in your diary.

The 62nd Annual Conference was originally planned as a
two-day meeting taking place in Edinburgh, organised by
Caroline Needham who is based in Dundee. Because a
two-day meeting is also planned to take place in 2012 at the
Royal College of Surgeons in London, to coincide with the
collaborative exhibition ‘Anatomy of an Athlete’ organised by
the RCS and the MAA, Council took the decision to make this
year’s Conference a smaller, one-day event. This decision was
reinforced as a number of members have indicated that they

would not be able to attend two concurrent two-day
conferences due to the financial squeeze many of our members
are currently facing. The Council has expressed their gratitude
and thanks to Caroline for her efforts in preparing the planned
Edinburgh meeting, and she has been told that we hope it can
be rescheduled for a future date, as the programme and venue
would be much appreciated by the membership

Jenny Halstead elected as a member of the Pastel Society (UK)

The Climber by Jenny Halstead

The Society was founded in 1898, and the first exhibition was held in the Royal Institute in Piccadilly. Founder members and
early exhibitors include Frank Brangwyn, Edgar Degas, Auguste Rodin, and James McNeill Whistler. Current Honorary
members include Bernard Dunstan, Tom Coates, Tom Phillips and Paula Rego.
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Ruth Eaves, Gillian Lee, Caroline Needham,
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Disclaimer
Whilst every effort is made by the Medical Artists’
Association to ensure that no inaccurate or misleading
data, opinion or statement appears in this newsletter, the
MAA wishes to make it clear that the data and opinions
published herein are the sole responsibility of the
contributor or advertiser concerned. Accordingly, the
MAA and the Editor accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever for the consequences of any such inaccurate
or misleading data, opinion or statement.
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MAA Registered Office
2 Fauna Close
Brockley Hill
Stanmore
Middx HA7 4PX
Want to join the Association or have other queries?
Contact: Anne Wadmore BA(Hons) MMAA RMIP
Honorary Secretary MAA
Medical Illustration UK Ltd
Charing Cross Hospital, Fulham Palace Road,
London W6 8RF
020 8846 7165 (t)
020 8846 7168 (f)
07849 893614 (m)
Education course enquiries
Gillian Oliver FMAA, RMIP
Tel: 01462 732 969
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www.maet.org.uk

