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Medical Artists’ Association Annual Conference 2011
The Robin Brook Centre,
St Bartholomew’s Hospital, West Smithfield, London
This year the event was held at St.
Bartholomew's Hospital, London. The
day was well organised and varied in its
content. After the welcome by our
Chairman, Phil Wilson, and an
opportunity to catch up with fellow
members and some non-member guests
over coffee, we all had the opportunity to
visit the Pathology Museum.
The St. Bartholomew's Pathology
Museum, designed by Edward I’Anson,
was originally opened in 1879 at a time
when photography was in its infancy. So
the only way for a doctor to record a
medical condition was to employ an artist
or to draw it themselves. At St.
Bartholomew's, medical students were
taught how to draw pathological
conditions as part of their training. The
collection includes not only specimens
dating back to even before the museum
Members gathered in the Pathology Museum
opened, but also artwork created by the
hospital’s medical artists, to record the pencil. It was sad to see the extent to systems are paradoxes of structure and
various medical conditions of London's which diseases were allowed to develop function – autonomous processes
population from 1819 to 1950.
before action was taken; such was the endlessly feeding back into themselves,
low level of medical knowledge at the living off themselves. His drawings
Steve Moore, Museum Secretary, who time. The collection is not open to the appeared to be of organic forms
looks after the museum gave us a talk on public, so we would like to give a special observed from life but were the result of
its history and future. He told us that they thanks to Steve Moore and his team for creative
perpetual
cycles
and
are looking to raise additional funds to the wonderful opportunity given to our self-sufficient circuits. The images
ensure the survival of the collection’s Association to wander around and admire conflate inside and outside. At times they
many specimens for the future. After the the collection.
are like intestine, at others like a limb or
interesting talk, we had time to look
musculature.
around the collection which is housed in After the museum visit, Geoffrey Harrison,
an amazing room.
although not a medical artist himself, His work was really interesting with lovely
talked about his artwork and the influence pencil detail and a great use of colour on
Some of the items which really stand out that having two medical artists (Keith and some of his other illustrations. I will go
are the artworks of T. Godart (1821-1887) Mary) as parents, has had on his own and see some of his original drawings
who was a librarian, medical artist, and drawings and paintings.
and paintings, as some are over six feet
photographer. His works on display
high and somehow seeing copies of the
included oil, watercolour paint and Seemingly self-sufficient, autopoietic art on a projector just doesn’t do it

between cases of growths in the pituitary
gland which cause either gigantism or
enlarged growth of the extremities
depending on the time of onset.
Professor Korbonits and her colleagues
were even granted permission to test
DNA from Charles Byrne whose skeleton
is in the Hunterian Museum, at the Royal
College of Surgeons which I visited
regularly during my studies as a medical
artist. Their research has found a
connection between the families of
current patients and Charles Byrne.
Research has indicated that the specific
genetic change occurred over one
thousand years ago in Northern Ireland.

Daedalus by Geoff Harrison

justice! If you would like more information
on Geoffrey, you can visit his website at
this address www.geoffreyharrison.co.uk
Before we stopped for lunch we
assembled in The Square to have the
group conference photograph taken.
Professor Marta Korbonits gave a
presentation on Familial Acromegaly: an
ancient gene and beyond. This was a
very interesting presentation about the
condition and the research into its causes
by the Professor and her colleagues. The
research has shown a genetic link

Following Professor Korbonits’ talk,
Tim Butler from Medical-Artist.com gave
a presentation to the assembled Medical
Artists. It was great to see how we can
help share our knowledge for the benefit
of the whole profession. His talk was
well received so the time he took working
late in the studio preparing for it was time
well spent!

Anatomy of an Athlete. It is going to be
an exciting exhibition, which will coincide
with our 63rd Annual Conference at the
RCS next April. Although the exhibition
will be on display during the London
Olympics it is not an official Olympics
event.
The Annual General Meeting was held
later in the afternoon before we all met up
again for dinner at the aptly named
Bleeding Heart restaurant, which I would
highly recommend for both the food and
service!
On behalf of the Association, I would like
to send many thanks to Phil Wilson for
organising a splendid and interesting
conference and a very enjoyable evening
dinner and also to Phil Ball for the
organising of the equipment and for his
technical support.
Joanna Culley

During coffee we had a talk by Dr Sam
Alberti about the collaborative exhibition
between the Royal College of Surgeons
and the Medical Artists’ Association: The

The Medical Artists’ Association Conference Photograph 2011

MAA Conference 2011 as experienced by a new member
Korbonits moved onto the genetic investigations, it was
nevertheless exciting to hear about the study direct from the
expert herself.
Tim Butler then gave a lively presentation, from a Sales
Director’s viewpoint, on how we should market and value our
skills. It’s likely that many of us winced more than once during
this session, largely because Tim was telling us things we know,
but find it difficult to put into practice, especially about charging
realistically for our time and making a pitch for work.
The AGM that followed was commendably to the point and will
be reported elsewhere. The main surprise for the unforewarned
student members was that the Robert Whitaker award was
presented to Helen Parker and Ann Holden by Professor
Christopher Buckland-Wright (in the absence of Dr Whitaker).

Ann Holden and Helen Parker receiving their awards from
Christopher Buckland-Wright and Chairman Philip Wilson

On Friday 15th April I attended my first MAA conference as a
student member. I had never visited St Batholomew’s
Hospital before so that in itself was an experience: the
developments in medicine in the nearly 900 years since the
hospital was founded are almost unbelievable.

Lastly, some of the members walked to the Bleeding Heart
Restaurant (was this place chosen for its particularly apt name?)
in the Hatton Garden area for the Conference Dinner. The food,
wine and conversation flowed in equal measure and were
enjoyed with equal pleasure in a room dedicated to the MAA for
the night.

After coffee, we toured the faded grandeur of the Pathology
Museum. It reminded me of the Palm House of the municipal
park of my youth, with exotic pathology displayed instead of
tropical plants. One had to wonder whether funds would ever
be forthcoming for the necessary extensive restoration. It
appears that much less use is made of pathology collections
during modern medical training.
Each of the meeting lectures had its own appeal. Geoff
Harrison obviously has medical art in his genes and his
intestinal drawings were fascinating, even though I’m not
sure I understand his explanations. I found his paintings of
dead animals striking: even though the animals were dead,
their essence remained, emphasised perhaps by the strong
colour palette that Geoff had used.
After posing under blossom-laden boughs in the courtyard for
the conference photograph, we returned to the Robin Brook
Centre for an excellent buffet lunch. Only a supply of ‘doggy’
bags was missing!
Professor Korbonits was an excellent choice for the lecturers’
‘graveyard’ hour after lunch. As Professor Korbonits predicted,
we nodded knowingly when she showed us pictures of
patients with acromegaly, as we all realised that we had seen,
or knew, people that might be affected. Although I suspect
most of us were left behind fairly quickly when Professor

Conference Annual Dinner

If my first visit to the MAA Conference was in any way typical
then I shall look forward to next year. The variety of lectures was
stimulating and I hope that it might be possible to have a
workshop or two during a longer conference. I was sorry,
however, not to meet more members of the Association as it’s
always good to put names to faces, especially when any other
contacts may be confined to emails. (Perhaps we could wear
name badges, too, though I suppose for most people these
would be superfluous.) I’d like to add my own thanks to all those
people who were involved in organising and participating in the
Conference: I hope to meet everyone, and more, in 2012.
Ann Holden

62nd Annual Dinner
– The Bleeding Heart
Restaurant

Fourth Dissection Drawing Marathon
- Art Researches Science
ARS Antwerp, Belgium 4th-5th March 2011

Once the day’s conference programme
and AGM had come to an end we all took
a casual stroll from Bart’s to the Bleeding
Heart Restaurant, Bleeding Heart Lane,
London EC1N 8SJ.
Although none of us had frequented the
restaurant before we soon realised how
fortunate we were to discover a fine
venue. The staff were very attentive, the
atmosphere ideal and the food delicious.
Having chaired the conference, I decided
to give everyone a break from hearing my
voice so I kept my address brief. I began
by asking everyone to stand to toast the
Association.
I thanked our speakers, Geoff Harrison,
Professor Marta Korbonits and Tim
Butler for their splendid presentations
and also acknowledged our guests and
friends who joined us for the occasion.
I was also able to offer birthday wishes to
Paul Darton, who attended this year’s
conference, and we all sang a verse of
Happy Birthday. Quite unexpectedly, a
few moments later, the Maitre d’ kindly
presented Paul with an impromptu
birthday cake, which was warmly
applauded.

Happy Birthday Paul!

Everyone certainly appeared to have
enjoyed themselves in the company and
comradery of fellow colleagues and we all
spoke of looking forward to meeting up
again at next year’s conference.
Philip Wilson - Chairman

One of the fascinating models available for the students to draw.

On 4th March 2011, three intrepid
medical art students plus one Director
of Education Jo Cameron from the
Medical Artists’ Education Trust set
forth to the far distant shores of
Belgium. Armed with our sketch pads,
pens and pencils we converged on the
cosmopolitan town of Antwerp and
made our way to our accommodation
based at the Cultural Conference
Centre, Elzenveld.
At a nearby restaurant we met with our
fellow delegates and organisers, and
were
welcomed
by
Pascale
Pollier-Green of the Medical Artists’
Association and President of the
BIOMAB, Ann Van De Velde,
Haematologist, BIOMAB, and Francis
Van Glabbeek, Professor of Anatomy,
University of Antwerp, BIOMAB. We
were also honoured to be joined by Dr
Joke Denekens, Professor/ViceRector of the University of Antwerp,
who agreed to and supported this
weekend.
Jo Cameron attended a meeting for
medical and scientific art course
leaders in Antwerp last year, the

culmination was a collaboration, led
by Antwerp University in bringing
specific students together for
specialist workshops such as this.
The following morning we all met after
breakfast and were escorted to the
University of Antwerp by Pascale and
Ann, travelling by tram. We arrived at
10.00 am and the program directors
from the various establishments were
asked by Pascale to give a brief
outline of the type of work undertaken
on their courses. In addition to those
of us from the Medical Artists’
Education
Trust,
there
were

Pascale Pollier-Green doing her stuff

the direction of the muscles (as
previously explained by Professor
Chris!).
Towards the end of the afternoon,
when the event was coming to a
conclusion, we were able to observe
the dissection of the arm and leg joints
so that we could gain a better
understanding of the mechanics of the
joints and tendons.

MAET student Ann Holden

approximately 30 students from the
following establishments:
- MAET Medical Artists Education
Trust London (UK)
- AUHA, Belgium University Colleges
and Professional Artists, Scientists
and Medical Artists (B)
- Dundee, MSc program in Forensic
and Medical Art (UK)
- London University of the Arts,
London (UK)
- Strasbourg, École Supérieure des
Arts Décoratifs de Strasbourg (F)
The laboratory had four dissection
tables; two tables displaying arms, a
table with two brains and a fourth table
with a leg. Students were invited to go
to whichever table they wished, to
observe the dissection and do some
sketching in whatever medium they
chose. We were free to move around
from one piece of anatomy to another
and were invited to try some dissection
ourselves if we wished. With regard to
the limbs, we were able to explore the
effect of pulling various tendons on the
movement of the hand or foot.
Throughout the morning a running
commentary of the dissection was
given by the relevant professors and
they were happy to answer students’
questions in a variety of languages!
Not only was the event an excellent
opportunity to find out more about
anatomy, it was also really informative
in terms of colour. The parts had been
frozen, without any preservative, so we
were able to see the vibrant colours of
the muscles and fat and observe how
the colour changed over the course of
the day. It was also fascinating to see

Finally, we were able to look at each
other’s work and see the different
interpretations of the specimens. The
range was fascinating, with some
sketches showing adherence to medical art principles in terms of capturing
detailed structure and form contrasting
with the work of the fine artists who
produced freer, more expressive art
works. Each interpretation would be of
great benefit to the other. Professor Dr
Joke Denekens visited at the finale of
the session, viewing the many and
varied artworks with great enthusiasm.

MAET student Helen Day

At the end of the day we made our way
back to the hotel and then headed out
for some well-earned sustenance in the
form of some drinks and a piping hot
meal. Some of the younger artists
headed out to experience the nightlife
of Antwerp whilst some of us more
mature students simply made our way
back to the hotel to reflect on a most
informative, successful and inspiring
day.
Helen Day, Helen Parker
and Ann Holden

Medical Artist Invited
to Exhibit at the
Animal Art Fair in
London

Anne with one of her oil paintings

In May this year I was thrilled to be
invited to take part in the Animal Art Fair
at Fulham Palace in London, held in aid
of TUSK, Prince William’s African
conservation charity.
The Animal Art Fair represents all the
things I truly care about as an animal
artist. It celebrates the diversity of
animal art and the uniqueness and
variety of styles of the artists. It shows
us the beauty of some animals, the
strength and power of others and the
willingness of many to work with
mankind. Most of all it serves to remind
us of the vulnerability of animals, the
risks to their habitats and the very real
danger of extinction of some species. In
this the Animal Art Fair reminds us to
pledge our support to the charities who
work so hard to protect animals and
educate people around the world, about
their cause.
Anne Corless

Please support your
newsletter by sending
your articles or images
for the gallery to
ruth.eaves@boltonft.nhs.uk

What’s your speciality?
I have enjoyed
ceramic sculpture, in
the past. At the
moment, I particularly
enjoy drawing and
watercolour.
What’s your favourite
artwork to date?
I have a painting by Rob
Miliken, which is egg tempera
on gesso. It is a very
detailed study of pebbles
on a beach. The textures
are so well rendered that
it’s hard to believe that’s

Hand Dissection, palmar view with nerves;
pen and ink

only paint on a flat surface.

HELEN DAYdissected

Picasso, Van Gogh and Barbie (to keep
Where do you find your inspiration?

my girls happy! Although my eldest

I am continuously amazed by the old

would probably rather Gok Wan…)

masters of medical art. We were lucky
Who are you?

enough to see some incredible

What’s your favourite food?

I am an artist with a passion for

examples, first-hand at the MAA

70% cocoa chocolate.

biology.

Conference in April.

What’s your background?

Do you prefer traditional or computer

Old fashioned, home made, real

I was born in Bristol. I did my Art

generated art?

lemonade. The lemonier the better!

degree then followed that with a Post

Pieces of work using traditional media

What’s your favourite drink?

Cert of Education. I taught in

seem to be more sensitive and ‘human’,

Primary schools for a few years

never the less, I’m trying to learn the art

before starting a family.

of digital drawing at the moment. I think
it can produce excellent images and I

Where are you based?

know that I should keep up with

I live in a small village just outside

technology.

Bristol.
Are you Mac or PC?
What’s your art background?

Newly converted to Mac!

My Art degree was an unusual
course with a lot of theory. We

Have you ever exhibited your work?

studied Philosophy, Sociology and

No. I don’t have enough medical artwork

historical cultures in relation to Art.

to exhibit yet but my murals are seen by

Whilst teaching in Primary schools, I

many.

painted numerous murals in
playgrounds etc. Cans of paint and

Do you have a claim to fame?

a 2” brush is a sharp contrast to

No…

what I am doing now!
If you could invite five people to a
Where did you study?

dinner party who would they be?

Cardiff

Leonardo Da Vinci (of course!), Renoir,

Pathology specimen, leontiasis ossea;
watercolour

Gallery - Nigel Webb MMAA, RMIP

Artwork provided by Nigel Webb which was published in January 2011 on the front cover of the
European Heart Journal, Vol 32 Number 2

Ageing software to help combat excess drinking
I have been approached to develop a software programme
that shows children how they might look if they drink too
much alcohol. In some parts of the country there is a growing
problem of alcohol abuse amongst children. In a world
obsessed with looks, seeing how you will look in the future
having lived an unhealthy lifestyle will hopefully bring the
message home.
No teenager wants to look awful, so seeing a preview of
themselves with flushed cheeks, bloodshot eyes and a
double chin is going to send a warning. Hopefully, a glimpse
of how you look in the future could determine the decisions
you make as a pre teen or teenager.

I have been working with a team of ‘Flash’ developers to apply
my ‘aged’ layers to a child’s face. The software will work by
uploading a picture, selecting the eyes and mouth markers,
then, immediately the child’s face will age a few years. On top
of this the child can use a slider mechanism to see how they
will change according to how much they drink.
This kind of software could also be used for smoking and
overeating for example. If it changes one child’s mind, then
it’s worth it.
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Council 2011 - 2012
Philip Wilson (Chairman)
Anne Wadmore (Honorary Secretary)
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Matthew Briggs, Ruth Eaves, Emily Evans, Jane Simants,
Pascale Pollier-Green, Denise Smith and Philip Ball
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Disclaimer
Whilst every effort is made by the Medical Artists’
Association to ensure that no inaccurate or misleading
data, opinion or statement appears in this newsletter, the
MAA wishes to make it clear that the data and opinions
published herein are the sole responsibility of the
contributor or advertiser concerned. Accordingly, the
MAA and the Editor accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever for the consequences of any such inaccurate
or misleading data, opinion or statement.
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Joanna Cameron (Director), Philip Ball,
Ruth Eaves, Jenny Halstead, Mandy Miller, Gillian Oliver,
Denise Smith.
Examining Board of MAET
Dr. M.D. O’Brien, Prof. J.S.P. Lumley, Dr. R. H. Whitaker,
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Ruth.Eaves@boltonft.nhs.uk
Tel: 01204 390671
Mr Philip Wilson, Ms Deborah Maizels and Auriole Prince.

Auriole Prince

MAA Registered Office
2 Fauna Close
Brockley Hill
Stanmore
Middx HA7 4PX
Want to join the Association or have other queries?
Contact: Anne Wadmore BA (Hons) MMAA RMIP
Honorary Secretary MAA
Medical Illustration UK Ltd
4 The Lanchesters, 162-168 Fulham Palace Road,
London W6 9ER.
020 8741 4132 (w)
07849893614 (mob)
wadmores@googlemail.com
Education course enquiries
Gillian Oliver FMAA, RMIP
Tel: 01462 732 969

Website: www.maa.org.uk
www.maet.org.uk

