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Celebrating 60 years of the Medical Artists’ Association
- Conference Special

The Medical Artists’ Association’s
anniversary conferences are always
celebrated in style and our 60th
anniversary conference certainly raised
the bar. The celebrations were held at a
beautiful location on the outskirts of
Cambridge, Madingley Hall. The hall was
in full splendour in the spring sunshine
which seemed to be pre-ordered
especially for us.
The programme was full of interesting
topics and speakers from near and far
some of which you’ll hear about over the
next few pages. There was plenty of time
to socialise and also to celebrate not only
60 years of the MAA but also seven

graduating students from the MAET
Postgraduate Diploma course and from
the newly established MSc course in
Dundee. We didn’t forget old friends who
were remembered during the annual
dinner and three new members were
warmly welcomed.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank on behalf of the MAA, our
chairman and conference organiser,
Philip Ball for his efforts in preparing and
organising the wonderful conference and
also extend our thanks to Philip Wilson
for his assistance in keeping the costs as
low as possible.

In this edition of the newsletter, we are
celebrating the MAA’s sixty years. For
those who weren’t able to join us at
conference, you will be able to read more
about the events from articles written by
two of our newest student members,
Danielle McKenna and Lucy Hyde and
also from Claire Jones, one of the MAET
graduating students. There is also a
section containing some wonderful
artworks by past and present members
spanning all six decades from the
exhibition held at the Photography and
Illustration Service at Cambridge
University which will follow in the next
few weeks. I hope you enjoy it.
Ruth Eaves

The MAA 60th Anniversary Conference,
Madingley Hall, Cambridge
- A New Experience

The expedition began at Peterhouse, the oldest of the
Cambridge colleges, founded in 1284, as we were told later
during our tour, and visit to the Perne Library. The library itself
is situated within the grounds and has restricted access to an
extensive collection of rare and interesting books ranging from
theological texts to civil engineering and medicine. To say it
was a privilege to view an exhibition of the medical
manuscripts at the Perne Library would be to say the least. Of
particular interest and later to be the topic for a lecture during
the conference was a viewing of one of the most influential
books on human anatomy -Vesalius’ De humani corporis
fabrica. This together with various exemplary works that
illustrated the evolvement of medical learning during the 16th
century was a rare sight to behold.
Madingley Hall

Day 1
This is a welcome opportunity for us, both Master students of
Medical Art at Dundee University to write an account of our
experience of the 60th Anniversary conference with the Medical
Artists Association.

We were also privileged to be invited to and shown the various
portraits and paintings at the Master’s house that was
bequeathed to the college, by Dr. Charles Beaumont, son of Dr.
Beaumont, Master of the College. Unusually for a Cambridge
college, the Master’s House stands opposite the college,
instead of being contained within it.

Checking in to Madingley Hall was a great experience in itself,
with such beautiful grounds and the grandeur of the building; it
was a fitting and incredible setting for the annual conference.
The welcome lunch allowed for the meeting of new and
renowned mentors, colleagues and associates alike and
marked the start of the day’s events. It wasn’t long until we
were ushered into the nearby waiting coach to visit the city of
Cambridge.

Angela Christie, Philip Wilson, Jenny Halstead and new member
Deborah Maizels enjoying the sunshine in the Master’s garden.

Peterhouse College

Following this, and a tea and cake break on the sunny lawn of
Peterhouse, the group proceeded to the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology to explore the current exhibition of
‘Assembling Bodies’. Talking us through the exhibition Anita
Herle, explained and answered questions regarding the
displays, their etiology and purpose. The exhibition provided
an insight to the weird and wonderful ways in which the body

is represented and has been throughout history, cultural
diversity and social change and aims to challenge our
preconceptions of the human body. Among the many
interesting works were the portrait sculpted heads of South
Asian men and women by Marguerite Milward, (1935-38) that
showed incredible accuracy and skill along with the detailed
Ecorché Drawing of Smugglerius by William Linnell,
(1840-1842) that stood out as a stunning example of
anatomical understanding and artistic observation.

Smugglerius by William Linnell from the ‘Assembling Bodies’ Exhibition

Nearing the end of our afternoon in Cambridge, we enjoyed,
without much persuasion, the champagne reception at the
Photography and Illustration Service at the University of
Cambridge and had the opportunity to see the private viewing
of the MAA’s exhibition that spans the 60 years. The artistic
ability and skill of the work on display was outstanding and
indeed inspiring to newcomers to the field, like ourselves –
realising the standard of work that has gone before us allowed
us to, dutifully, consider our own work and how to ensure and
maintain the consistent, high standard of the association.
Equally, it was fantastic to feel welcomed into such an
exceptional association and friendship.

Peter Cull’s wonderful watercolour illustration which was part of the exhibition in
the Photography and Illustration Service at the University.

We gathered for the evening meal, which provided a further
opportunity to get to know everyone there and as the evening
concluded we were presented with an intriguing lecture ‘The
Blindness of Galileo’ by Peter Watson, Consultant
Ophthalmologist at Addenbrooke’s NHS Trust. The evening

ended with a great feeling of being a part of such an
interesting group of people who have considerable knowledge
and experience in their fields of expertise, and with anticipation
for the next day’s events.

Day 2
After a great night’s sleep, and with a terrific breakfast inside us
all, the second day of the conference began. It was a day filled
with fascinating lectures from people with diverse backgrounds
and viewpoints on medical art on topics both old and new, the
talks all taking place this time in the rooms of Madingley itself.
After a rousing opening address from Sir Barry Jackson,
Honorary President of the MAA, to kick off the day, we began
the lectures with an intriguing account by Professor David
Williams from Purdue University, Indiana, into his current
research studying the 9 copies of Vesalius’ De Humani
Corporis Fabrica which the University of Cambridge currently
houses. He discussed how the woodcut illustrations and the
Latins texts enclosed became the basis of medical art and
anatomical teachings for generations to come, as well as the
distinct and assorted histories of each copy individually. It was
a real passionate insight into this historically famous text.

Following the historical account, came Professor Roy Calne,
Emeritus Professor of surgery at the university, described by a
members of the audience as “The Godfather of transplant
surgery”. His address focussed on the roles of Surgery and
Art and how intertwined they really are, discussing how
surgeons themselves use artwork to convey a message to
patients, in medical notes, and to plan complex surgeries, such
as multiple organ transplantations. Roy is renowned for
producing his own artwork, not only of surgical procedures,
but of his patients, and the stories behind each patient. It was
a great honour to be shown some of his work, and afterwards
we all had a renewed appreciation and insight into surgery and
art from all perspectives.

After coffee in the saloon, and a chance to discuss the
inspiring talks so far with friends both old and new, came Mr.
Per Hall, a consultant plastic surgeon at Addenbrookes
Hospital, who specialised in cleft palate reconstructive surgery.
In his talk, Per discussed the annual RCS sculpture workshop
he runs for medical students, doctors and artists alike. Three
5 day portraiture workshops focus on really looking at the
models’ features separately and the entire face as a whole,
with fresh eyes to create an aesthetically pleasing and accurate
portrait in clay. Per also discussed the benefits of these
workshops both in and out of the operating theatre, and it was
wonderful to see photographs of the workshops as the days
went on, and the students’ works, most of whom, including
Per himself, were complete sculpture novices!

struggles, turbulent relationship and individual bids for fame.
She also discussed the history of the book itself, and her
recent discoveries of an early edition scrap book, containing
many original illustrations that never made it into general print,
and the learning curve that the pair underwent to get their first
text having to be hand pasted onto pages! Ruth really
uncovered the veiled history of a book I’m sure we all have on
our shelves without giving it a second thought. This was
preceded by a spellbinding historical insight into the teachings
of anatomy from the Mediaeval era right through to the
enlightenment to the Renaissance era, from Hippocrates and
Galen to the anatomical centres in Padua by Professor J.C.
Buckland-Wright, deputy Master of the Worshipful Company of
Barbers.

MSc student Lucy Hyde
And recently graduated and new member Claire Jones
Chairman Philip Ball and Sir Barry Jackson cutting the anniversary cake

Following another excellent lunch, more cake, and a walk
around the grounds’ walled gardens and stunning lake, we
were spoiled to listen to a fascinating journey into the creation
of one of the most influential anatomical texts, Gray’s Anatomy,
by celebrated medical historian Ruth Richardson. Ruth brought
both the writer, Henry Gray, and the Illustrator Henry Vandyke
Carter, to life, discussing their personal

Kelly Wilkinson, Amanda Williams and another graduating student and new
member Anne Corless enjoying coffee and cake in between lectures.

Deborah Maizels, guest speaker Ruth Richardson and Philip Wilson

After a further tea break and another slice of cake (!), this time
the MAA’s 60th birthday cake, the last talk was given by
Professor John Parker and Christine Batram on Darwin’s
Herbarium Project. This project at the University of Cambridge
aims to collate all of Darwin and Henslow’s botanic specimens,
Illustrations, and field notes to make them available

online later in the year for everyone to appreciate, and learn
from. It was a joy to witness some of the collection, such as the
meticulously prepared pressed flowers and plants, beautifully
illustrated teaching cards the pair used within the university for
their undergraduate teaching, as well as notes and letters
written on various expeditions, including the famous voyage of
HMS Beagle. The talk discussed the personal histories of both
Darwin, and his teacher, Henslow, the importance of their works
even today, and how special and unique these collections were
and still are, and regaling us with the touching story of how
some of the specimens were stored in a portfolio in an old,
decrepit, abandoned shed within the university grounds, only
to be uncovered by accident some 150 years later in perfect
condition!

The annual dinner entertainment

From left to right: New member Deborah Maizels, graduating students Anne Corless, Francis Thornton, Philip Ferguson Jones, new member Lucy Lyons, Honorary
Fellow Dr Robert Whitaker, graduating students Claire Jones and Joanna Culley and Honorary Fellow Professor Christopher Buckland-Wright
All receiving their certificates.

Sir Barry Jackson and Professor Patrick Sissons,
Regius Professor of Physic giving their after dinner speeches

Diane Kinton and Gillian Lee catching up

As a great end to a packed day of lectures, the 60 anniversary
dinner was held in the lavish dining hall of Madingley. It was an
opulent affair, with the sounds of a cello and violins
accompanying a delicious meal. After various very well
received toasts and speeches, it was time for ten new
members of the association to be formally accepted and to
receive their certificates. Seven of these members were
students who had gone on to complete their final assessments
on the diploma, and three who had been accepted as
professional members. It was a real pleasure to witness the
pride, and honour that these new members (as well as slight
relief) showed on being awarded their certificates, especially
after being able to glimpse first hand the dedication and effort
they have shown, as well as the superb final pieces of work
from previous assessment days.
th

It was also a real delight to witness the presentation of
Fellowship to Philip Ball, both Chairman and the organiser of
this wonderful conference. Our congratulations also to Dr
Robert Whitaker and Professor Christopher Buckland-Wright
who also received Honorary Fellowship certificates

Jenny Halstead, Emily Evans and Mandy Miller enjoying the celebrations.

during the evening. There was a real celebratory and party
atmosphere, with festivities lasting long into the night.
The final morning was a quieter affair, with many people still
recovering from the night before. After the AGM there was a
relaxing slideshow of photographs taken at previous
conferences throughout the association’s history. Members of
the audience shouted out names of recognised faces, and there
were some cringing faces in the audience at seeing old
hairstyles they would sooner forget!
I think we would like to say thank you, firstly to Philip Ball, and
everyone else who helped to make this event so memorable,
and secondly to everyone who did attend for making us, as the
relative “newbies”, feel welcome, comfortable, and most
importantly - inspired!

Philip Wilson and Sir Barry Jackson presenting Chairman Philip Ball
his Fellowship certificate

Danielle McKenna & Lucy Hyde
MSc Medical Art, University of Dundee

Congratulations to seven graduating students
The MAA welcomed seven new members into the Association. From the MAET Postgraduate Diploma course; Anne Corless,
Joanna Culley, Philip Ferguson Jones, Claire Jones, Frances Thornton, Catherine Sulzmann and Jane Wood from the MSc course
in Dundee. Unfortunately, Jane couldn’t be with us to collect her certificate but Caroline Needham was on hand to collect it on
her behalf.

Joanna Culley

Anne Corless

Frances Thornton

Philip Ferguson Jones

Caroline Needham collecting Jane Wood’s
certificate

Claire Jones receives her MAA certificate
I was very excited after four years on the MAET course to have
become a full member of the MAA. It was even more exciting
for myself and four fellow students to be awarded our
certificates at the MAA 60th conference, a special anniversary
conference where everybody was in a celebratory mood.
The setting was lavish and added to the thrill. It was a noisy
evening; we were all clearly having a good time with a great
party atmosphere, particularly as we all had so much to
celebrate.
Thank you to all MAET tutors and MAA members for all their
support and encouragement whilst I was on the course. I have
had some great experiences and look forward to being
involved with the MAA.
Claire Jones

Claire receiving her certificate from Sir Barry Jackson

Royal Decoration Honour for Chris van Huijzen in the Netherlands
Almost a year ago I was approached by Professor H.
Barendregt, University of Nijmegen, to write a citation in
support of Chris van Huijzen to be honoured with a Royal
Decoration in the Netherlands.

I am sure you will wish to join me in congratulating Chris on an
honour so rightfully deserved, which must bring him and his
family, and indeed us within the Association immense
satisfaction.

Chris is well known by all of the senior and most of the
middle-ranking members of the Association, though probably
not by our new and younger members.

Philip Wilson (MAA Archivist)

He, alongside Peter van der Maaden and Jan Tinkelenberg
comprised the three ‘Dutchmen’ that flew the flag for the
Association in Holland. They were responsible for organising
the MAA conference in Holland in 1973.
I am delighted to inform you that on the 29th April 2009 Chris
was honoured with the title of ‘ridder’ (knight) in the Order of
Oranje Nassau for his lifetime’s work in medical illustration and
in particular for his contribution to ‘The Human Central Nervous
System, 4th edition’, by Nieuwenhuys, Voogd and van Huijzen.
His skill as a creative and meticulous medical illustrator is
second to none and his work will continue to educate and
inspire all who use it.
The photograph shows Chris being presented with his
decoration by the Mayor of Nijmegen, Mr Thom de Graff. For
your information the two fragments of flags on the left are the
Dutch tricolore and on the right the local flag of the City of
Nijmegen.

Chris van Huijzen receiving his award
photographed by Mr Peter Kusters
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Council 2009-2010
Philip Ball (Chairman)
Anne Wadmore (Honorary Secretary)
Amanda Williams (Honorary Treasurer)
Angela Christie, Gillian Lee, Caroline Needham,
Pascale Pollier-Green, Auriole Prince, Denise Smith and
Philip Wilson

Disclaimer
Whilst every effort is made by the Medical Artists’
Association to ensure that no inaccurate or misleading
data, opinion or statement appears in this newsletter, the
MAA wishes to make it clear that the data and opinions
published herein are the sole responsibility of the
contributor or advertiser concerned. Accordingly, the
MAA and the Editor accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever for the consequences of any such inaccurate
or misleading data, opinion or statement.
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Joanna Cameron (Director), Philip Ball,
Angela Christie, Ruth Eaves, Jenny Halstead,
Gillian Oliver, Denise Smith, Philip Wilson
Examining Board of MAET
Dr. M.D. O’Brien, Prof. J.S.P. Lumley, Dr. R. H. Whitaker,
Joanna Cameron, Jenny Halstead and Philip Wilson
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Ruth Eaves (Editior and submissions)
Ruth.Eaves@rbh.nhs.uk
Tel: 01204 390671
Philip Ball pmb1000@cam.ac.uk
Mr Philip Wilson
Ms Deborah Maizels

MAA Registered Office
86 Edgehill Road
Chislehurst
Kent BR7 6LB
Want to join the Association or have other queries?
Contact: Anne Wadmore
Honorary Secretary MAA
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Charing Cross Hospital, London W6 8RF
0208 846 7165
0208 846 1792
a.wadmore@migroup.co.uk
Education course enquiries
Gillian Oliver FMAA, RMIP
Tel: 01462 732 969

Website: www.maa.org.uk
www.maet.org.uk

