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Anthony Norman Rollason FMAA, RMIP
1946 – 2007
OBITUARY
Firstly I would like to apologise that it has taken such a long
time before this obituary on the life of Anthony Norman
Rollason has come to print. I would also like to express my
thanks to Anthony’s wife, Sara, his mother, Margaret, his
brother, John and sister Anne for their help in writing this
obituary.
Anthony was born on the 5th May 1946 at Weston-super-Mare.
The bells of the Banwell church were pealed in his honour at
the request of his grandfather. Anthony inherited his
grandfather’s artistic and engineering talents. His interest in
medicine most certainly came from his father, William Norman
Rollason, a Consultant Anaesthetist who was appointed head
of the Department of Anaesthesiology at Aberdeen Infirmary in
1959. This, coupled with his artistic ability was a perfect
combination for his future life as a medical artist.
He spent his formative years in Hull, E.Yorks (1949-59) where he
attended Woodleigh Prep School near Malton. This was where
he started developing his love of the countryside and one
winter, when the school was snowed in, he was involved in a
4-mile expedition through the snow to get provisions – an
exciting adventure for a young schoolboy!
When Anthony’s parents moved to Scotland in 1959 Anthony
attended Rannoch School on the shores of Loch Rannoch.
There he was able to take part in many outdoor activities,
including climbing the local `Munro’, Schiehallion, and canoeing
on the loch, for which he literally built his own canoe – which in
those days was constructed of wood and canvas. This was a
two-seater, so he was able to canoe at the Loch of Skene near
Aberdeen with his brother in the school holidays. Anthony was
later to join his godfather, Bert Bisell, on his televised 100th
climb of Ben Nevis.
Anthony was developing his artistic skills at this time and
painted pictures of his parents’ beautiful granite home in
Aberdeen, which still hang in his mother’s home today. It was no
surprise therefore that, on leaving school, Anthony proceeded
to the Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design in
Dundee.

In 1968 Anthony was one of the first students to enroll on the
Association’s new 18-month full-time Training Programme in
Medical Art. He spent his first year of studies with Richard
Neave, based at the Royal Infirmary, Manchester, and
completed his final year in London at Great Ormond Street.
His career as a medical artist and designer began at the
University of Surrey in the Department of Audio Visual Aids in
1970. Soon after, in 1972 he moved to the Charing Cross
Hospital, London where he continued to broaden and develop
his medical illustration skills. In 1974 he married Carol Tett and
in the very same year he was offered the opportunity to set up
the Department of Medical Illustration as Chief Medical
Illustrator and Acting Head of Unit at the University of
Khartoum, where they spent five happy years.

Anthony the man, and not the medical
artist or businessman, I only discovered
when sadly time was running out for him,
that there were aspects about him - the
competent cook, particularly of cakes
and preserves, the gardener, and lover of
nature and the countryside, which regretfully I was unaware of.

When he returned to England in 1979 he
set up his own medical publishing
business, Multimedia Limited, providing
a wide range of illustration, design and
typographic services, based in Godalming, Surrey. After his divorce he lived in a
bachelor flat above Witley Wines and,
using both his artistic and handyman
talents, he transferred a dull, cramped
bachelor pad into a magnificent home
which included a loft room for use as
both office and spare room. He also
illustrated his father’s book Electrocardiography for the Anaesthetist’.
Unfortunately the company had to close
in 1991 but Anthony kept his personal
studio ‘Rollason Design’ in operation.
Soon after Anthony joined Margot
Cooper’s company Limbs and Things
based in Bristol and this introduced him
to the world of medical models and
simulators. This became his ongoing
passion, as a result of which in 1998 he
set up his own business Pharmabotics.
Being a grassroots start-up operation, he
initially ran Pharmabotics from his flat in
Witley, but, as the business grew and
prospered, it moved first to Nyewood
and then to Woodmancott near
Winchester, from where it still operates as
a lasting legacy to Anthony’s foresight
and talent. The business brought many
opportunities for travel, as it exported to
many parts of the world.
If all of this wasn’t enough to keep one
person busy, Anthony was so proud to
be a member of the Association that he

The Sentinel node biopsy model

jumped at the chance to be on its
Council, so he could give back to the
profession that which he had gained and
experienced throughout his career. He
was elected to Council on numerous
occasions and in 1985 he became the
first editor of the MAA Newsletter
producing a very professional and
enlightening publication.
He continued to do this for well over 10
years maintaining the high standard that
he established from the very outset. It
was not an easy task because the
members were not always that productive
in sending in news or articles of interest
but somehow Anthony always managed
to find material that was informative,
interesting and thought-provoking – he
did a very fine job.
In 1989, in recognition not only of his skills
as a medical artist, but his dedication and
service to the Association, he was
awarded his Fellowship of the MAA. He
was genuinely surprised when this
happened and was immensely proud to
receive it. In 2003 he was elected by the
membership to become the Chairman of
the Association. It was a role he always
hoped he could take on, and he did so
with
great
enthusiasm
and
thoroughness.

Cricotracheotomy trainer model

It is always sad to lose a family member
or close friend but Anthony’s death
couldn’t have come at a more untimely
stage in his life. He had finally found the
contentment and happiness in his
private life when he met his ‘soul mate’
Sara Voller at the Association’s Annual
Conference in 2002. Sara joined Anthony
at Pharmabotics and they became
engaged on Valentine’s Day in 2006. A
day later their dreams were shattered as
Anthony was diagnosed with a rare form
of leukaemia.
Anthony received excellent treatment at
the Royal Marsden and was in remission

There was of course the private side to
Anthony’s life and though there were
occasions when it was possible to know

Photograph taken from Anthony and Sara’s
wedding

when he and Sara got married on 1 July
2006 at the lovely Stanstead Park, north
of Chichester. The wedding was
beautifully organised by Sara and
Anthony themselves with their combined
artistic talents shining through. Later that
year Anthony received a stem cell
transplant donated by his sister and by
the end of 2006 his white cell count had
improved, with the disease seemingly
under control.

Unfortunately, Anthony’s leukaemia, which was a particularly
vicious strain, returned in 2007 which he courageously fought
without complaint and with dignity, and despite ongoing
treatment at the Royal Marsden, he died peacefully in Sara’s
arms, surrounded by family and friends, on 15 August 2007.
The Association has lost one of its big names; he enthused,
encouraged, challenged and supported the students and
members alike and the Association has lost a dedicated and

much valued member, but more than this, we as professional
colleagues have lost a much respected and generous friend.
Philip Wilson
(MAA Honorary Archivist)

The Worshipful Company of Barber’s 7th Centenary Exhibition
Plans were set in motion many months before, The Company
wished to include displays from some of the charities that they
support, alongside their own; so an exhibition displaying
examples of our students’ work - past and present - was
collated. There was an excellent response from the membership,
so there was plenty to choose from although only a limited
number could be displayed. These were divided into eight
panels of artwork and a video screen displaying many more
examples on a loop. The display began with a poster describing
the Medical Artists’ Education Trust for visitors’ information as
they entered. The artworks followed, interspersed with tables
displaying a variety of 3D items, from plaster to wax and bronze.
Course information leaflets and further examples of student work
in print were available. The exhibition concluded with a panel of
artworks and a poster representing the Medical Artists’
Association.
MAET and MAA students artwork on display

The Company opened its doors to the public for the very first
time last September in conjunction with ‘Open House London’
weekend 20-21st September 2008; organised by Open
House, London’s leading architecture education charity. A
broad cross-section of buildings and spaces were open to the
public, all free of charge over the two days. From cinemas to
cemeteries, embassies to film studios and a total of nine Livery Halls; one being the Barber-Surgeons’ Hall.

The exhibition at the Barber-Surgeons’ Hall

There were more than 1600 visitors over the two days, making
it a very busy weekend talking to a great many interested and
intrigued visitors. It was certainly a great pleasure for all of us to
have been part of this historic event.

The final table display including Limbs and Things

Jo Cameron
Direction of Education, MAET
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Philip Garrett
MAET Student
www.sculptureschool.org
Photographs courtesy of
Liverpool Arts and Culture.com

Life Since Student Days
It has been four years since I qualified as
a fully-fledged Medical Artist, but little did
I realise how significant several of my
student projects would become,
especially the femur and pelvis studies.
But it was the halftone surgical sequence
that really set me on my present course
of work.
A friend had kindly invited me to observe
and draw his hip replacement at the
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital. My
contact became very excited at
discovering an artist dedicated to
medical work - exactly what he had been
looking for - to illustrate a book on the
Exeter Hip System, founded by Professor Ling, now world leader in prosthetic
hip surgery.
I agreed to take on the project, not
realising that it would keep me busy until
the present time – three years so far! The
illustrations have been a mixture of
schematic, cross-section and, what I like
best, surgical.

easily be left behind when involved in
producing a series of illustrations from
various reference sources.

Patient Positioning for Surgery

Surgery – Femoral Osteotomy

In contrast, I am at present painting eight
20ft by 10ft backdrops for the
forthcoming pantomime season; this is
always a challenge I don’t like to turn
away as it offers such a complete
change from detailed medical artwork
and besides, it can be very liberating to
use a four inch paintbrush and a
selection of outrageously gaudy colours.
I think it helps to re-discover the child
within – highly recommended.
Each year, I also take part in the Devon
Open Studios, giving me the opportunity
to show the public what goes on behind
studio doors – my souvenir prosthetic
hip is a real ice breaker on these
occasions and people love to share their
own experiences of the operation.
Thanks to Emily who came to support
me this year and Phil and Debbie, last
year, it’s always a pleasure to see a
familiar MAA face in deepest Devon!

Jeff, my husband, was so impressed with
the Exeter Hip System that he’s having
his second fitted in the New Year!
Some of my work has been usefully
recycled from student days...

“Stephanie” accepted for Society of Women
Artists Exhibition 2009, The Mall

My long term plans over the next year
include a set of three exterior murals in
the restored gardens of a 12th century
Priory in Devon, depicting the life and
times of the monks and later mediaeval
influences – an exciting project reflecting
my own interests of this historical period.
Hopefully, 2009 should also see the
publication of the book, “The Exeter
Hip”.
Jane Simants

Illustration from the Exeter Hip System

I still draw from a life model once a week,
(more recently concentrating on portrait
studies) – a crucial exercise in seeing and
drawing from three dimensions and
translating into two, something that could

Jane at her recent exhibition

“Henrietta” conte

60th Anniversary Conference
Wednesday April 29 – Friday May 1 2009

Notice to all members and friends to join us for our 60th
Anniversary celebrations to be held in Cambridge in 2009.
Madingley Hall is a sixteenth-century country house set in its
own grounds about four miles west of Cambridge. As part of
the University of Cambridge since 1948, the Hall serves as a
continuing education and conference centre of excellence. The
gardens extend to 7 acres, containing a landscaped walled
garden, courtyard garden and a meadow, all possessing a rich
diversity of plants. The paths winding through the gardens are
ideal for a relaxing stroll.
We shall visit the historic town of Cambridge and the oldest of
the colleges, Peterhouse to visit the 15th Century Perne Library,
where we will see a display of medieval illustrated manuscript
books, and have afternoon tea in the Upper Hall with the
Master.

We will visit the museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, to
see ‘The Body’ Exhibition, and then a champagne reception at
the MAA 60th Anninversary Art Exhibition housed in the Old
Exam Hall within the University’s New Museums site.
We have a full programme of world class papers on both
Wednesday evening and all day Thursday, culminating in our
Annual Dinner Banquet at Madingley Hall on 30th April to
celebrate or 60th Anniversary to welcome our new members
and thank our old friends. Friday will give us the opportunity to
explore the hall and its grounds and also discover the treasures
of Cambridge University museums and galleries in its 800th
Year.

Philip M. Ball
Chairman of the Medical Artists’ Association of GB

Anatomical Modelling Workshop
January 2009
a pair of glass eyes and a couple of modelling tools. Although
students worked at their own pace, each step was introduced,
explaining the relevant anatomy and a quick demonstration of
the best way to approach the modelling.
The course ran over two days although the time seemed to fly,
and most of us were so engrossed in our models that we chose
to work right through the coffee break, only actually stopping
for lunch. In order to achieve as much as possible we were
asked to concentrate on modelling one side of the face.
Most of us took regular photographs during the modelling
process, however many got so attached to models they had
created that requests were made to purchase the equipment to
continue their model and ultimately preserving their
masterpiece.

The product of a successful workshop

Along with the New Year came a chance to try something new,
wax modelling. The course was not simply a sculpture
workshop, however; its aim was to teach students facial
anatomy, from the deep to the superficial. Learning three
dimensionally; about muscle types, thickness, attachment and
insertion points.
Each student was provided with a plastic replica skull,
mounted in anatomical alignment on a stand, a range of
anatomical reference, soft wax impregnated with marble dust,

Although the aim was an anatomical learning exercise, by the
end of the course each student had created a unique piece of
art. The option was given to apply pigment to highlight the
muscles from the other anatomical structures we’d sculpted,
before final photographs were taken.
I got such a lot from this course and it was a great way to round
up my studies with the MAET. I would like to take this
opportunity on behalf of all the MAET students, to thank Jo
Cameron, Richard Neave and Denise Smith for facilitating the
workshop and Ruth Eaves for organizing the venue and
refreshments. Finally I would like to thank The D'Oyly Carte
Charitable Trust, as none of this would have taken place without
the funding they provided.
Fran Thornton
MAET Student
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