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Medical Artists’ Association’s Annual Conference photograph

I must admit the run up to this year’s
conference was quite an anxious time for
the Conference Chairman Philip Wilson
and team. Unfortunately this was down
to dwindling numbers at previous
conferences and the initial delegate
bookings for 2012 had been somewhat
slow. Luckily there was a last-minute
surge of bookings which proved all
speculations wrong, and what a
conference it turned out to be.

Once we had all been refreshed after our
journeys with tea, coffee and biscuits we
headed to view our spectacular exhibition
‘Anatomy of the Athlete’ in the Qvist
gallery. Some of the contributing artists
Richard Neave, Emily Evans, Catherine
Sulzman and Joanna Butler were on hand
to answer questions about their work and
generally enjoy a spot in the limelight.
The exhibition was certainly a success
and a real credit to the Association; many

congratulations to all involved.
After lunch and our conference
photograph, a rather croaky Auriole
Prince gave her ‘Ageing faces: The art of
age progression’ presentation which was
fascinating and finely illustrated the
achievements and progress which she
has made professionally since we were
students together, in what seems like only
a few years ago.

3D model exhibited by Richard Neave
and Denise Smith

Helen Day receiving the Whitaker Award from Dr. Robert Whitaker for best student piece of work
at assessment

Just before lunch, Helen Day one of the
MAET students was presented the
Robert Whitaker award for the best piece
of work in the autumn assessment which
was a 3D piece of the hand. It’s always
great to see students rewarded for their
hard work - congratulations Helen.

Auriole Prince showing the effects of drinking
through her App “Drinking Time Machine”

Following on from Auriole, Kate Angell
from Queen Mary University Hospital told
us about Victorian monsters and how
science developed a terminology to
describe them which was extremely
interesting.

After a refuelling of sandwiches and cake,
Mel Cash, a renowned sports therapist
set the mood for the afternoon presentations by giving a wonderfully funny presentation about posture. I’ve been lucky
enough to hear Mel talk about this before
and I found it very amusing to look
around the room and see his audience
start to shuffle in their seats trying to correct their posture. I am still walking
around trying to
remember to look
over that fence even now.
Although it seemed like it had been on
the cards for an eternity, Frank Wells
ended the first day of our conference
lectures and blew our minds and left us

panting for more with his discoveries and
explanations of some of Leonardo’s most
iconic work. His intriguing insight into
Leonardo’s diagrams and research of the
heart and his comparison of them and
modern day’s scientific imagery was
unbelievable and once again renewed
our fascination with Leonardo. Frank
was absolutely enthralling and it was an
absolute pleasure to sit and listen to himthe only downside was that it ended far
too quickly.
The evening began with the Chairman’s
reception and it’s always a pleasure to
see everyone all dressed up. This year it
seemed very fitting as it was the first year
that the Association held an exhibition of
members work for the new and
prestigious Dr Patricia Archer Medal. I
must admit that I was left feeling very
inadequate by the high standard of the
work submitted. It must have been a
very difficult decision to make but I was
very pleased that Matthew Briggs was

Matthew Briggs receiving the Dr Patricia Archer medal for his 3D work
from Sir Barry Jackson

Three lovely ladies Jane Simants, Emily Evans and Angela Christie

After a wonderful dinner and lots of wine
in the council room, Sir Barry Jackson
introduced us to some of the RCS’ most
prominent characters whose portraits
hung around the room. It was amusing
and insightful to know how some of the
characters had shaped the college
throughout the years and I wondered
what they would make of the college and
our Association today.

Renowned sports therapist Mel Cash

The evening also marked the coming and
going of Chairmens as Philip Wilson
handed his Chairmanship over to the
capable hands of Philip Ball. I would like
to thank Philip Wilson on behalf of the
Association for all his hard work during
his time as our respected Chairman.

Richard Neave and Ruth Eaves enjoying the
annual dinner a little too much

After the effects of the night before
started to wear off, Saturday’s lectures
started with a historical look at
anatomical illustration by Philip Ball who
took us through the ages of medical
illustration.
Pascale Pollier-Green
followed with a presentation about her
work with a leading artist in Belgium. The
only thing I can say about Pascale’s work
is ‘wow’. I still don’t know how she
managed to produce some of the
sculptures within the timescales she had,
they were amazing!

presented with the medal by Sir Barry
Jackson for his 3D piece of work and our
warmest congratulations go out to him.

The final presentation of the conference
was by Eleanor Crook who took at look
at funerary effigies from around the world.
Eleanor took a very interesting approach

Philip Wilson handing over the rains to Philip Ball

to the subject and asked if we shared the
same view that the effigy makers actually
studied anatomy and made human
dissections. Personally I think there were
definite indications of that with the
colours and shapes of some of the more
elaborate tribal headdresses, but agree or
disagree; it certainly made a very
thought-provoking presentation.
The annual general meeting ended the
conference on a positive and upbeat vibe
and I would like to thank Philip for one of
the most enjoyable conferences I’ve ever
attended. It has raised the bar for next
year’s conference which will be held in
Liverpool on the 19th and 20th April 2013
and I do hope that you will be able to join
us.
Ruth Eaves

ASiT Pre-Conference Course
– Surgical Art Course
The 2012 ASiT Conference, this year held
in Cardiff City Hall, for the first time ran a
Surgical Art course, distinct from the
usual brand of courses offered in
suturing skills, research or communication. Eighteen budding art students
attended.

upon their own anatomical knowledge in
order to emphasize obvious muscle
groups and improve their drawings on
paper. Throughout the morning sessions
we focused on drawing each section of
the body in turn, pointing out anatomical
landmarks from different perspectives.

The organizer of the event was Paul
Malone, who wanted to promote the idea
of art in medicine, and also to learn
alongside other surgeons some quick
sketching methods. The latter can be
invaluable when explaining to patients
about their conditions and to make
explanatory diagrams in patient notes –
without it appearing as if a five year old
got hold of the papers!

In the afternoon sessions we allowed the
students to concentrate on drawing
particular anatomy of their choice,
depending of on their area of surgical
interest, both in pencil and in pen.

Helen Day and I led the course for the
day. We aimed to give the students a
chance to indulge their inner artists, and
to learn how to observe and be aware of
their subject matter by committing live
visualized imagery to paper. Working
from a life model, they were tasked with
drawing him from different angles,
focusing on the canons of proportions
and shadows/lighting. As surgeons, they
had the advantage of being able to draw

The biggest challenge of the day for the
students was the rapid illustration, in
which they had to draw the model from
head to toe in shortening time slots of
three minutes, one minute and then just
30 seconds flat! This is akin to the time
frame they have in clinical settings, and it
was surprising just how accurate the
entire class's quick sketches turned out
to be, putting all of the day's acquired
skills into practice.
Throughout the day a powerpoint
presentation flicked through various
medical drawings to give the students
inspiration,
and
we
gave
live

demonstrations on white boards on how
to break down an illustration into more
manageable chunks.
During the afternoon session the
students had a chance to play with some
wax and construct some models. Each
participant chose an organ to model
using a combination of foil and modeling
wax. For those who chose a bone, there
was my plastic demonstration skeleton
(Otto to his friends) which they were able
to use to guide the modelling of grooves
and condyles. We also supplied an array
of anatomical textbooks for use as a reference throughout the course.
The students definitely seemed to enjoy
the day, and there were certainly some
uncut diamonds of medical artists
waiting to be discovered. Many said that
they would carry on developing their
skills and even requested further
information on the Medical Artists’
course. Hopefully we inspired them for a
day – and if not, we certainly woke up the
dormant right-hemispheres of their
surgical brains!
Catherine Sulzmann

Gillian Oliver Retires from the MAET
The Education Committee of the Medical Artists'
Education Trust said farewell and gave heartfelt
thanks to Gillian Oliver for her unstinting role over
the last ten years as Honorary Secretary. Gill
enjoyed a celebratory lunch at which she was
presented with a few thank you gifts which included
specialist water colour brushes, brush roll and water
colour pad. With many thanks from us all, we all
wish Gill many relaxing days with a trusty paint
brush in hand.

University of Dundee Masters Show

Front row: Philip Ball and Gillian Oliver
Middle row: Mandy Miller, Joanna Cameron, Jenny Halstead
Back row: Catherine Sulzmann and Ruth Eaves

Info about our masters show is now online
at: http://www.dundee.ac.uk/djcad/mastersshow/ondisplay/

Three CLS Scientists elected
as Fellows of the Royal Society
of Edinburgh
Three CLS scientists have been
honoured by election as Fellows of
the Royal Society of Edinburgh. The
new Fellows from the College of Life
Sciences are Professor Kate Storey,
Professor Jason Swedlow and
Professor Caroline Wilkinson. Each
new Fellow of the RSE is recognised
within his or her peer group as having
achieved excellence within their
discipline or profession.
Professor Pete Downes, Principal of
the University, congratulated the new
Fellows, saying, "I am delighted to
see these distinguished scientists
being recognised as new Fellows of
Scotland's national academy of
science and letters. It is a source of
pride for the whole University, and
fitting recognition for their considerable professional achievements."
The Dundee contingent are among
the 46 new UK and International
Fellows joining the RSE's 1500strong Fellowship of experts in the
Sciences, Arts, Humanities, the
Professions,
Industry
and
Commerce. New Fellows are elected
after a rigorous four-stage selection
process culminating in a ballot of the
entire Fellowship.
Once admitted to the RSE, Fellows
are encouraged to contribute to the
aims and objectives of the Society,
including the provision of expert
policy advice to Government and
Parliament, outreach education
programmes for young people, and
public engagement events including
conferences and discussion forums.
The central aim of the Society is the
advancement of learning and useful
knowledge.
Caroline Wilkinson is Professor of
Craniofacial Identification within the
University's Centre for Anatomy and
Human Identification (CAHID). She is
a member of the Board of Governors

BAFTA
win for Rosie Ball

of the International Association of
Craniofacial identification (IACI), and
was President of the organisation from
2008-10. She was also previously
President of the British Association of
Human Identification (BAHID).
Sir John Arbuthnott, the President of the
RSE and an eminent microbiologist,
praised all new Fellows, saying, "In my
first year as President I am pleased to
welcome such a talented group of
people to the RSE. Each new Fellow has
achieved excellence in her or his field of
work, whether in academia, public
service or business. When I meet the
new group of new Fellows at their induction in May I will encourage all of
them to actively engage with the work of
the RSE for the benefit of society here in
Scotland and internationally”.
"It is also encouraging that the
proportion of female Fellows elected is
the highest in the history of the Society
in a single year, which I believe is an
indication that more women are
reaching the highest levels of their
discipline, which is also now being
reflected in election to the RSE."
The RSE was founded in 1783 by Royal
Charter and is Scotland's National
Academy of Science and Letters.
Former and current Fellows of the RSE
include Sir Walter Scott, Sir Charles
Darwin, John Logie Baird, William
Wordsworth, James Clerk Maxwell,
John Scott Russell, Francis Crick, Sir
James Black, Sir Philip Cohen, Sir David
Lane, Sir Paul Nurse, and Fred Sanger.
Today it has around 1500 Fellows whose
expertise encompasses the full
spectrum of the sciences, medicine,
engineering and technology, education,
law, the arts, humanities, social
sciences, business, industry, the
professions and public service. This
multi-disciplinary perspective makes the
RSE unique amongst the United
Kingdom's learned societies.

Rosie Ball (pictured centre)
with her Swallowtail Team Mates

The BAFTA and Dare to be Digital ‘Ones to
Watch’ award for a new student game was
awarded to Swallowtail, a team from
Norwich University College of the Arts and
the University of Abertay Dundee.
‘Ones to Watch’ is a unique BAFTA prize,
only available to competitors in the
University of Abertay Dundee’s worldleading game design competition Dare to be
Digital.
The winning game is a beautiful, colourful
puzzler called Tick Tock Toys for the iPad,
where you need to clear a toy box to help
your clockwork robot pass a series of
obstacles.
Each summer 15 teams come to Abertay
University to build a working game in just
nine weeks. The games then go on show to
thousands of members of the public at the
Dare ProtoPlay games festival in Dundee.
Swallowtail’s members are Rosie Ball (MAA
member Philip Ball’s daughter), Mark
Bamford, Kristian Francis and Callum Goold
and team leader Sophia George. Sophia
said: “We’re really thrilled and shocked to
win – and very excited for the future.”
Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary for Culture
and External Affairs Fiona Hyslop said: “I
would like to congratulate Swallowtail on
being named BAFTA ‘Ones to Watch’ in
2012’.

Kathleen Joy Graham FMAA 1922-2012
OBITUARY
chose the development of the embryo up
until the time of birth. When she came to
illustrate her thesis she contacted the
Anatomy Department of the Medical
School in Bristol with a view of drawing
some preserved foetuses. On seeing her
sketches, Professor of Anatomy Joseph
Yoffey suggested that she ought to
consider becoming a medical artist. The
seed was sown.

Kathleen Joy Graham, or Joy as she was
always known to her family and indeed,
her fellow MAA colleagues, was born in
Rugby, Warwickshire on the 3rd January
1922. She was the middle child of Fred
and Eva Graham. Her father was an
industrial chemist. Joy’s mother was a
talented pianist and both were active in
church choirs and amateur dramatics.
Music was very important to Joy and she
was a good amateur singer.
Joy planned to go to medical school to do
medicine, but at the age of 17 she
developed a thyroid condition which
brought on other problems and after one
term in the Sixth Form she was
hospitalized. One year later, in June 1940
she was admitted to St Thomas’ in
London, where she stayed for two months
until the hospital was bombed and she
was taken home by her mother before
going to a convalescent hospital in
Basingstoke, where she spent a miserable
Christmas in a ward full of badly injured
air-raid victims.
In 1945 she trained as a nursery school
teacher at the Diocesan Training College
in Fishponds, Bristol and then worked as a
nursery teacher in Birmingham. While
studying child development from nought
to five years, the students were asked to
write a thesis of their own choice. She

After four years’ teaching she decided to
contact Clifford Shepley, the last of the
four medical artists who helped to
inaugurate the MAA, to enquire about his
course of training in Medical Art in
Edinburgh. It seemed an impossibility to
do a three-year course at that stage but
fortunately, and to her credit, she was
awarded a Mature Student’s Grant and
was able to join the school from 1952 until
1955.

Joy at an MAA Annual Dinner

south in 1961 to Hillingdon Acute General
Hospital where she spent thirteen years
working for the Department of Surgery
before taking her final post in 1974 as
Senior Medical Artist at the Queen Victoria
Hospital, East Grinstead where she
worked on surgical drawings and exhibits
until her retirement in 1987.

A young Joy

In September of that year, she was offered
the post of assistant medical artist to
Gabriel Donald in Glasgow. This provided
her with the opportunity to gather the
necessary examples of medical art for her
portfolio to apply for membership to the
Association which she successfully
achieved. After six years working there,
mainly for Professor Charles Illingworth,
Surgical Gastroenterologist, she moved

Throughout her professional career Joy
took an active role within the Association.
Her dedication was recognised when she
was awarded her Fellowship in 1969 for
her services to the Association and also as
acknowledgment to her as a skilled
medical artist. She was Honorary
Treasurer from 1972-78, a role she
handled prudently and wisely. She
ensured the Association functioned within
its means but knew how to splash out
when the occasion required, such as for
exhibitions or at our Annual Dinners. She
convinced me to take over the role in 1978
and helped me enormously with the task.
She was a valued member of the Council
and Education Committees.
Beyond her officer and committee roles
Joy was such a supportive member to her
professional colleagues. She was
particularly encouraging of the student
members. This pastoral side of her nature

Soroptimists International and with Help
the Aged, amongst others. She had many
friends in the town and all remember her
very fondly. She also took up lecturing in
Fine Art History and started to paint
portraits again. She built an extension to
her house as a studio and completed many
commissions locally.
Joy had always had to rely on her own
resources and was always a realist. At the
age of 87 she decided to move into a
retirement home and sell her house. She
had a heart condition which wasn't going
to improve, and she moved into Lingfield
Lodge in East Grinstead in December 2009
while she was still active and then set
about clearing out and selling her house.
Joy spent a very happy year before her
condition worsened and she was then in
and out of hospital for much of 2011. She
remained cheerful throughout and was well
enough to spend Christmas with her family. On the 3rd January she celebrated her
90th birthday at Lingfield Lodge with a
stream of visitors all day from her family
and friends in the town.
Two weeks later she had a proper family
celebration with all of her living close relatives but just a few days later she was
taken into hospital again and a week later
she died peacefully in hospital, on Sunday
29th January 2012.

Cystic kidney - watercolour, 1955

was clearly a legacy of her earlier nursery
and teaching experience, as she cared
about their welfare and constantly offered
valuable advice and encouragement.
Joy was a great supporter of the
Association’s conferences, both whilst an
active member and even into her
retirement. She was always so enquiring
and would be one of the first, and last, to
ask questions of our speakers. She could
always be relied upon to speak on behalf
of her colleagues to thank our speakers for
their enlightening presentations. Many of
us were fortunate to have met her elder
sister, Elizabeth Eames and brother-in-law
Herbert, who used to accompany her as
her guests at the Annual Dinners on a

number of occasions. Joy was immensely
proud to be a member of our Association.
She cherished the camaraderie of her
fellow members and the genuine
friendships that developed and she
delighted in sharing this with her sister and
brother-in-law. I know they enjoyed
themselves and we were most fortunate to
have had their company. Joy’s last
conference attendance was in 2006 at the
57th Annual Conference at Limbs & Things
and Clifton College, Bristol.
After she retired, she threw herself into
world travel to visit her many friends
spread around the world and into the life of
the town of East Grinstead; at St Swithun's
church, as an active member of

Despite outliving most of her friends of her
generation and on the coldest day of the
winter, calf-deep in snow, over 100 people
attended her funeral at St Swithun's, East
Grinstead on Wednesday 8th February
2012. Joy was buried the same day in a
beautiful natural woodland cemetery at
Clayton Wood, under the South Downs at
Ditchling.
In writing this obituary I am very grateful to
Joy’s family, who have provided me with
such valuable information about her early
family life and her retirement years.

Philip Wilson
(MAA Honorary Archivist)

Gallery - Matthew Briggs

The Dr Patricia Archer Award Winner for Best Piece of Artwork in the Members Exhibition at the 63rd Annual Conference.
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