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Joint MAA/AEIMS Conference, Antwerpen, October 19-20 2007
It was with excited anticipation that
we travelled to Antwerp in Belgium,
by trian, plane and boat, where we
joined some 80 members of AEIMS
for what became the first European
Conference for many MAA members
and students.
Pascale Pollier-Green and her
Conference Team had come to the
end of 3-4 years planning and now
we were all togther in the splendid
and interesting Antwerp Zoological
Gardens in the heart of the city. The
zoo itself dates from the mid 19th
Century, and is a centre for reseach
and conservation of endangered
species from all around the world. We
were given plenty of time to explore
the garden during the many lunch
breaks in the programme.
The delegates were treated to a very
full programme of papers from
international speakers, experts in
their field and all experienced
presenters. In the evenings Pascale
had organised some very interesting
visits and opportunities to sample the
local food and drink, for which
Antwerp is world famous.
The visit to the fabulous Museum
Plantin-Moretus/Prentenkabinet, was
a particular highlight, the museum of
early printing dates back to 1549 and
has many examples of books and
manuscripts from the period,
including anatomical subjects. We
were treated to a guided tour of the
building and a fascinating evening
lecture about Hieremias Triverius, the
founding father of modern anatomical
teaching at the University of Leuven in
the same era as Vesalius.

The next day was another full
programme of papers, which served to
illustrate the many facets of our
profession and how mainstream artists
can crossover in art inspired by
medicine/anatomy or mortality.

The Darwin Hall,
Zoological Gardens, Antwerpen, Belgium

Museum Plantin-Moretus/Prentenkabinet

The day came to completion in superb
style with the Annual Dinner which is
descibed in detail in the student’s
perspective on the next page. The
event allowed both Associations to
conduct their business, with AEIMS
handing over their presiedency from
Margot Cooper to Claus Larsen, and
the MAA welcoming new member
Matthew Briggs. The MAA Chairman
Jenny Halstead also welcomed the
incoming Chairman Philip Ball.
On Saturday Morning we had a final
morning of scientific papers, and after
lunch we were treated to the Medical
Art Education Day and Exhibition of
Artworks from many of the speakers
contributing to the conference. The
exhibitrion was an opportunity for the
MAET to sit alongside many of the
Medical Art Courses organised
throughout mainland Europe, and the
during the day an address was given
by the Eudcation Minister and the
Mayor of Antwerp.
On behalf of the MAA, I wish to
contratulate Pascale Pollier-Green and
her conference team for organising
such a busy and interesting
programme of events and social
functions, well done.
Philip Ball

16th Century Anatomical drawing
from Johannes Valverde’s
Vivae Imagines Partium Corporis Humani

Joint MAA/AEIMS Conference, Antwerpen, October 19-20 2007
A Students’ Prespective
It was October last year which saw the
annual gathering of medical artists; it
was great for me to see members of
AEIMS and the MAA come together for
the first time.
The venue for the event was Antwerp
zoo, where we sat in the great hall
under a fantastic skeleton of a whale.
What better place to listen to some of
the finest scientists, medical and
contemporary artists in Europe,
America and Canada. We were
introduced by Rudy Van Eysendeyk
who is the general manager of the
Royal Zoological Society of Antwerp.
This was followed by Jacques Spee
from the Academy of Visual Arts at
Maastricht, Netherlands, who started
the lectures off with a presentation
about what an artist should be
acquainted with according to the
Renaissance artist Lorenzo Ghibert.
At lunch we had the opportunity to
either explore the zoo, Museum of
Diamonds or the studios of Jan Fabre. I
and other MAA students decided to
explore the zoo which we found fascinating in a sort of time warp experience, as most of the zoo hasn’t
changed since the Victorian era.
The afternoon session was entitled ‘Old
images and new standards’. Canadian
artist Patrick McDonnell spoke about
how Medical Illustration could gain
inspiration from Peter Paul Rubens, I
always thought it to be Titian. This was
followed by a presentation by independent artist and lecture Beverly Ress
titled Ars Longa, Vita Brevis whose fine
art about dying and death in art and
science intrigued us. Before high tea
and sandwiches Emmanuel Gilissen
spoke about the relationship between
art and science with the new imaging
technologies, she asked the question
‘will scientist’s in the future only work
on images and not on actual
materials?’

In the evening we walked through the
city, our destination the PlantinMoretus Museum, a 16th century
printing house, which houses one of
the largest collections of printing block
types and the Biblia Polyglotta. Here
Franis Van Glabbeek gave an interesting lecture in the attic, about the great
Flemish anatomists from Vesalius to
Verheyen.
Mortality and its importance for the
scientist was the theme for the Friday
morning lectures.The first by Eleanor
Crook who spoke about the
preservation of the human body after
death as a wax reincarnation. Whilst
Forensic pathologist Werner Jacobs
gave us an insight how art and murder
come together.
One of my favourite areas of Medical
Illustration is that of facial reconstruction, and you can always rely on
Richard Neave to give a great lecture
on this subject. Looking around I
noticed the hall was busier than usual.
Mr Neave gave a presentation entitled
Anatomical Dissection in Reverse in
which we see the process of the

reconstruction of the human face. Also
included was a new project he and
Professor Susan Standring of Kings
College London had put together to
further medical students or otherwise,
the understanding of anatomy of the
head and neck.

President Margot Cooper hands over to New
AEIMS President Claus Larsen

Other presentations included talks by
Wim Husken who spoke about forensic
medicine in the 16th century; Patrick
Allegaert showed us mortality in Art
Brut an exhibition from the museum
Dr.Guislain and Prof Filip Geerardy
spoke about Edgar Allan Poe’s
relationship with death.

Outgoing Chairman Jenny Halstead , new member Matthew Briggs,
MAA Chairman Philip Ball and Honorary President, Sir Barry Jackson

After lunch Pendulum Motion between
Art and Science was the topic. New
York artist Jeff Wyckoff presented us
with Science as Art, giving us a wondrous view of living cells and portraying
them with facial images in petra dishes.
An erudite film and performance by
writer Bart Koubaa followed and
sculpture Mara Haseltine showed us
her amazing installations from visions
of the Nano-world.
The end discussions entitled “Musing I”
saw the art of Laurie Hassold, in which
she used her own blood as a medium
for some of her works. Jo Ann Kaplan
reeled a short film entitled ‘An Anatomy
of Melancholy’ named after the 1621
publication by Robert Burton was an
intriguing view of the process of illustrating the human body. The sound of
pencil on paper and words by Keats
“Ode on Melancholy”, spoken by a
child added to the effect.

performance by Mr Bryan Green giving
his recital of a poem whilst playing
drums. He then gave us an impromptu
display of Irish music on his fiddle
along with Ms Eleanor Crook on guitar
and our very own examiner Dr Bob
Whittaker on drums. The night ended
with MAA student Philip Garrett giving
us his performance of Bob Dylan’s you
ain’t going nowhere.

Martin Uit den Bogaard’s singing finger

After a short break, John McGhee a
PhD student from Dundee gave a
lecture which illustrated the growing
use of computer technology and just
how effective computer imaging can be
to demonstrate areas of the anatomy.
His work on arterial disease using such
techniques illustrates the direction
which our industry is moving.
I left Antwerp with the name Andreas
Vesalius scribed on my brain, a wealth
of knowledge, new friends and a newly
trained flea circus which I left in the
bed at my hotel (not to be
recommened).

After one film came another. Jan Fabre
and Edward O. Wilson sat opposite
each other in an interrogation style
atmosphere, and with two police lamps
beaming down; they discussed “Is the
Brain the most sexy part of the Body?”
a short film in which I would like to
have seen more.
In the evening we had great entertainment which kicked off with an unusual

It was an early start on the Saturday
morning and scientist Elisobetta
Cunsolo, an art historian from Firenze;
spoke about Renaissance art and
differences between reality and
imagery. Following Elisobetta was a
change of subject from medical talk to
a presentation by Erika Giuliani about
the Italian physician and botanist Pietro
Castelli. This lead to Bernard Lernout,
a fantastic speaker who gave an
interesting talk about Leonardo da
Vinci and how to think like him.

Play it again Sir Barry

I would like to thank Pascale and
everyone involved with this conference
in Antwerp, it is one we will never
forget.
Philip Fergsuon Jones

A note from the New Chairman
Much has happened since I succeeded
to the Office of Chairman in Antwerp in
October 2007, most importantly for me
is that I have a new job within the
University of Cambridge, which has
meant me leaving Addenbrooke’s
Hospital after nearly 19 years in post.
We anticipate a hectic year in which the
MAA plans its 60th Anniversary, and I
hope many of you will be able to join our

meeting in Cambridge April 29,30 &
May 1 2009.
Sadly we have to announce the loss
of two senior figures of the
Association, Susan Robinson died on
January 28 2007 and tragically on
15 August 2007, Past Chairman,
Anthony Rollason died of Leukaemia,
full obituaries will appear in future
issues of News.
Philip Ball

Letter from the Vice Chairman
It was at an amazing evening within the
Marble Hall in Antwerp last October
that I handed over my Chairmanship to
Philip Ball and this seems an appropriate moment to reflect.
I have greatly enjoyed my term as
Chairman and hope I have managed to
make some useful contribution to this
small but very specialized Association
to which we all belong.
The work of Council is made much
more pleasurable by having a supportive friendly team to work with and I
should like to thank very much, all its
members over the last two and half
years for their contribution and time.

Conferences are always the highlight of
our year and Antwerp was certainly a
fantastic ending to my term of office.
Our joint MAA and AEIMS Conference
held in the Zoological gardens in
Antwerp was greatly enjoyed by everyone who travelled across Europe and
indeed the Atlantic will testify. 28 of
our MAA members attended including
our President, two of our members of
the MAET Examining Board and five
students.

This remarkable three day event, was
interesting and rewarding for its

scientific content, exhibition and social
programme with an exciting mix of
delegates who broadened our horizons.
Our sincere thanks to Pascale and her
team Ann and Chantell who put an
enormous amount of time and energy
into its fine planning. It was four years
ago that Pascale put forward the idea
of arranging such a conference and it
was wonderful to see the culmination
of her dreams being enjoyed by
speakers and delegates - thank you
Pascale for giving us all such an
exciting and stimulating experience.
Jenny Halstead

MAA Conference 3 & 4 April 2008 - London
All inclusive Conference Ticket £75
Thursday 3 April
Evening special Lecture to celebrate
150 years of Gray’s Anatomy
preceded by opening and viewing of
the Exhibition 6-9pm (Lecture 7pm )
at the Hunterian Museum, RCS,
Lincoln’s Inn Fields.
Ticket required.

Friday 4 April
2pm AGM followed by tea and two
papers, both looking at injuries, one in
sport and the other in dance.
6pm Drinks reception and Dinner at
Coopers Restaurant ( wine included ).
Booking Forms will be sent out to
Members early in March
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